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a shc^d^n c\cr Her 1 in but f<^ , , 

obliged to adopt an incrc.islrrly ! vcC'oC' 
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nd i ntens: fy pres- 
•"' re fcr the ^'cst to taVo thr. 

_ !;-;r> ; .;bchcv son jht to pro- 
^ iue .in incentive f or a Western 
r-ove by suggesting an exchange 
of proposals. He was careful 
to indicate tint his offer to 
negotiate on a peace treaty 
renal nod "valid and open." 
He also wont to some lengths 
to point out that tJio USSR was 
prepared to accept any US pro- 
posals on guarantees fox- the 
"freedom and i ndr perdenco" of 
West Berlin after the conclusion 
of a peace treaty. 

Khrushchev's remarks sug- 
gest that he will make a virorou 
public response to the Presi- 
dent's address but will be care- 
ful not to foreclose the possi- 
bility of negotiation'-. Khru- 
shchev also made an effort to 
ir.prove his bargaining position 
by implying that sor.te now Soviet 
defense measures wore under 
consideration. 

In further moves to rein- 
force the impression of mili- 
tary readiness to deal with a 
crisis over Berlin, speeches 
and official pronouncements in 
connection with Soviet Naval Day 
activities emphasized the abil- 
ity of the Navy to attack sur- 
face ships at great distances. 
In a 29 July Pravda article 
Admiral Gorshakov stated that 
the West "would do well" to 
realize that their "traditional 
invulnerability has been liqui- 
dated forever." A display of 
Soviet naval strength off Len- 
ingrad included about 60 sur- 
face ships and submarines and 
a naval air fly-by of 36 mis- 
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Khrushchev referred to 
Soviet proposals for agrecr,;:it 
on a peace treaty, stating 
that the USSR was not seeking 
a clash with the US and that' 
"lancing the Derlin boil" v-onid 
clear the atmosphere. He said 
he fully realized the danger 
of the approaching situation, 
but he added that no efforts 
at intimidation would Iccep the 
Soviet Union from signing a 
peace treaty. Khrushchev in- 
vited the West to advance pro- 
posals and suggested that the 
Soviet Union might have some 
counterproposals to make. 

In their second conversa- 
tion, Khrushchev turned to the 
President's speech of 25 July 
and claimed that the President hid 
presented an ultimatum which if not 
accepted would mean war. Khru- 
shchev declared that the USSR 
accepted this '•challenge" and 
would not change Us policy 
on Germany and Berlin. He stated 
that he planned to meet with ■* 
his military advisers, review 
the situation, and decide on 
measures to strengthen Soviet 
defenses . 

Khrushchev doubted that 
the USSR would follow the US 
in mobilization of armed forces ' 
and industrial power, since he 
believed a war would be thermo- 
nuclear. He emphasized alleged 
Soviet missile superiority and 
reiterated his intention to con- 
sult with the Soviet general 
staff. Deliberately miscon- 
struing the President's posi- 
tion in his address, Khrushchev 
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•■.c^ld groa i- the USSR became 
of the Dor] in situation., and 
that if the "JS intensified its 
"threats" over a Gernan peace 
treaty, he might not be able tc 
resist pressure for resumption. 
He boasted that the USSR had a 
100-megaton thermonuclear weapon 
which needed to Le tested. 

On the general disarmament 
talks, Khrushchev adopted a pose 
of flexibility and reasonableness 
and stated that the Soviets nere 
prepared to acree to any US meas- 
ures In the firist stage of a. 
complete and general disarmament 
program. Echoing his speech of 
S July, he listed a number of 
first-stage measures such as a 
partial troop withdrawal a nu 
clear-free zone, inspection 
zones against surprise attack, 
and nonajgression pacts. 
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At the end of the conversa- 
"hrushchev referred to an 
.oire which was subsequent- 
ly submitted to the US in the bi- 
lateral talks in Moscow. This 
memorandum represented a tactical 
shift i„ the Soviet position by 
putting forward a set of prin- 
ciples to serve as a guide to 
futwre multilateral negotiations. 
In a further tactical switch, 
the Soviets agreed to a recess 
and indicated they would be pre- 
pared to resume negotiations in 
September In New York. Previous- 
ly the Soviet delegation had 
argued that a discussion of de- 
ailed disarmament plans was 
necessary in order to reach 
agreement on principles. 

While the new set of prin- 
ciples does not signal any shift 
in the substantive Soviet posi- 
tion, the move to salvage some, 
atfrccmont out of tho US-Soviet 
b lateral talks may have been 
influenced by the Soviot leaders- 
concern over the Berlin situa- 

bn2t' rt r ^° y . ?f "eard further 
bilateral talks with tho US as 
■ iorm of insurance Against a 
™"? tln £ ° rlsls ovor Berlin, ifos- , 
cow's shift may have also been 

oTtll S"? . t0 the P^Hcatioo 
JhJ5 f° Vl0t Party P r °ertm, 
tm»? ^ rossos "universal and 
total disarmament" as one of the 
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